
Dept Genetics 
University of wis/ 
Madisoa 6, Wis, 

July 6, 1954 

Dear Dr. Z&)ix 8 

Thank you for your latter of June mth. I am sure no explanations 
were required, and I am pleased to learn that you are now meestablished 
at your present&tatioerq 1 hope you will find that reprint from the 
IoWa @'oUp Of S@IiM ih3XWt~ t&h3 i.8 IlOt tQ Say that 1 JFtlt Nly StUCk in 
their claims, particularly in view of their admission that their challenge 
strain of typhimurium is oertainly rnlxedl 
/ 

I deem it a privileq to assist in the deposition of your stock 
cultures, and am hapwto accede to your proposal. Our SiXok collection 
is now maintained, part 
tubes kept at 4’ c., A& 

on your awn adtice, in duplicate in lyophil 
/ and in matrient agar stabs at room teaperature. 

If we oould simply incorporate this material into our regular collection 
'(of course preserving all the detail8 as to their or%@), they would be 
given a8 careful attention as is in our power. We have not used mrset egg 
medium, and probably would find this inronvenient unless *you feel this is 
indispensable- your comment would be appreciated. Iwouldagreethatthis 
dzl.attibuWis a prudent step 243~~ reast~ns~far~lessc&a&xophic than an 
atcmic bombing that God fox-fend ~$11 ever coxm 

May I take the occasion to inquire explicitly about the detailed 
history of one of your type cultures, S. typhi O-901? f do not have the 
reprints at hand at the instant, but one of your earlier papers refers to 
attempts, which did not sucaeed, to isolate stable bformsj later, O-W1 
is referred to as a product of investigations with OlitsliS. 1 am of purse 
quite clear that O-901 was obtained from f4-901, but if the detail8 can be 
resurrected I would be curious to learn precisely how it was first obtained 
and reco@zed - 
d' 

were any ex&erimental manipulations i?nvolved, or was 
O-901 simply a casually exm&ned single oolony from an ordinary oulture 

that proved to be non-motile? This may notkbe of more than historical 
interest,butIm&ghtaddthat fwould be profoundly gratefulforareliable 
general method of isolating stable O-forms in E. coli, Sa&nonella, et& 

I Shaq be away from the laboratory from about July 20- Sept. 1, but 
if you wish I can readily arrange to have Dr. Bernstein look after your c3ulturoa 
should they arrive in the interval. 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Gnetios 

P.S. 
others have 

Could I impose on you for another favor a task at whioh 
fai$ed, but for which your present s&on at the aster 

might be help&l? The E. coli strains now listed in the T;CTC as 
la and I.23 hfhe been of some interest in geraetic studies They re- semble each/other so closely as to suggest a common orign, but there 
are equally!impressive differences, would there be any possibility 

of learnin& the h&story of these cultures- they WSYS held at the 
Uster Ins$Atute, of course, before moving with the HcTC to (jolindale, 


